aBTOMAaTU3MPaHN KOHTPOMHM npouedypun. B useecteH cmuchn 6u morno aa ce
npueme, 4e ToBa nopaxga NpPOTUBOPEYME C MHEHWUATA Ha aHKeTUpaHuTe nuua no
OTHOLLIEHME Ha cTeneHTa Ha AurMTanusaums. HUCKOTO HUBO Ha aurutanuzaums Ha
rpouecnTe B nocnesBallns MUTHUYECKM KOHTPOM € OTYEeTEHO U B Aoknag Ha EK ot
2024 r., HO OT ¢hopmynupaHoTO obobLieHne ce octaBa ¢ BnevatneHue 3a »MBIHO
OTCBLCTBUE" Ha guruTanusayms.

WM3puyHo cnegsa pga oTOenexa, Ye HanpaBeHUTe OenexKu umar
MPEMNOpBLYATENEH XapakTep M He MOCTaBST MOf4 ChbMHEHMWe MOCTXKEHUATA Ha
AOKTOpaHTa.

BbB Bpb3ka ¢ gucepTaumoHHMS TPYA CK nosBonABaMm ga 3agaM CreaHus
BBMPOC KbM AHTOHUA XKeneBa:

PaskpusaHeTo Ha uamamu e yact oT MPUNOXHOTO MoMe Ha nocnensalumns
MWTHU4ECKM KOHTpON. [pakTukata nMokassa NOCTOSHHO OBHOBSIBaHe Ha moaenuTte u
MEXaHN3MUTE Ha u3MaMHO nosefeHue. [lNpeaBua AUHAMUYHO npoMeHsilara ce
TEXHOMorvyHa u BusHec cpeaa, UsmMamuTe TbpnsT HenpeksCcHaT1 TpaHcdopmaLlum
TAXHOTO paskpusaHe usncksa cneunduyHa npogecuoHanHa noaroToeka ot CTpaHa Ha
NpoBepsABalUnTe MUTHUYECKM opraHu. B Taswm Bpb3ka cumTa nu AOKTOPAHTBT, 4e
MUTHU4ECKATE CryXUTEeNM NMaT A0CTaTb4yHa KOMMNETEHTHOCT 3a NOCTUraHe Ha BUCOKA
edrekTBHOCT B GopbaTa ¢ usmamuTe?

V. O606wweHo 2aknoyeHue u CTaHOBMULLe

PeueHsupaHusT gucepraumoHeH TPYA TMNpeacTaBnsABa CaMOCTOSTENHO WU
SaBBPLUEHO Hay4yHO uscneasaHe. ManmbnHeHW ca nocTaBeHaTa uen v sagaym u e
noTebpaeHa dopmynupaHata B ysoga uscnegosarencka tesa. CbabpXaHWETO Ha
paspaboTkaTta nokassa yMeHWETO Ha AUCEpTaHTa Aa uM3nonssBa AOCTUXEHWUATa Ha
TeopusiTa U NpakTukara, Ha 6asa npakTuyecko Mpoy4BaHe Aa aHanuaupa, KoHcTaTupa,
OUEHsABA, Aa npasu W3BOAM W 3aKMioueHusi, Aa npeanara KOHKPETHW Hacoku 3a
npeofonseaHe Ha npobnemMuTe npes nocrnedBalMs MUTHUYECKM KOHTpOn u
BB3MOXHOCTU 32 YCBbBBLPLUEHCTBAHE Ha HErOBaTa TEXHOMOrNS.

OT BCuyku matepuanu u AOKYMEHTH, yyacTBallu B npoleaypaTa 3a 3aluTa
MOXE fa ce 3aknoyu, Yye AHTOHUMS XKeneBa MMa BUCOKO paBHULLE Ha TeoOpeTU4Ha
NoAroToBKa, YMEHUst U KOMNETEHTHOCTH.

B pesyntat Ha HanpaBeHure OLUEHKN Ha HayyHUTe [JOCTOWHCTBA Ha
AVCEPTALMOHHUA TPYA ,BB3MOXHOCMU 38 YCbebPLIEHCMBaHE Ha mexHonozausma Ha
nocrnedsawjust MUMHUYECKU KOHMpPO" MoXe [a ce TBBbPAM, Ye B Hero ce CbabpXaT
PE3ynTaTh, NPeACTaBnaBaLLM HayYHO-NPUIIOXHN NPUHOCH.

B saknioveHue, & pesynmam Ha 20pernocoYeHuUme OUeHKU u3pa3sieam
kameaopu4Ho MHeHue, Yye HayyHomo xypu moxe Oa npucbdu obpasosameniHama u
Hay1Hama cmeneH ,dokmop” Ha AHmoHusi eopauesa Xenesa & o6nacm Ha sucwe
obpasosanue 3. CouyuanHu, cmonaHcku U npasHu  Hayku; [IpoghecuoHanHo
HarnpaeneHue 3.8. MkoHoMuka; HayyHa creuuanHocm »CyemoeodHa -omyemHocm,
KOHMPOI U aHanus Ha cmonaHckama deliHocm (KOHMPOn u aHanus)'

[ara: 06.03.2026 r. PeueH3eHT:
(npod. A-p Haas Kdctosa)
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I. General presentation of the dissertation

The topic of the dissertation can be defined as extremely relevant, since in the
context of increased trade globalisation and growing dynamics of international
economic relations, the role of customs control is becoming increasingly important for
ensuring legality, the fiscal interests of the state, as well as the security and safety of
society. In this context, the improvement of post-clearance customs control technology
is a prerequisite for increasing its effectiveness and efficiency.

The dissertation is 219 pages long, including a 15-page list of sources used.
The dissertation contains a 9-page appendix, which lists the questions used in the
survey conducted among employees of the Customs Agency. The volume of the
dissertation is commensurate with the specificity and breadth of the topic under study.

The thesis is well structured, consisting of an introduction, three chapters, a
conclusion, a list of sources used, a declaration of originality and authenticity, and an
appendix. In terms of structure, the three chapters are relatively independent and
balanced.

A total of 122 sources have been used. For better illustration of the
presentation, 13 tables and 26 figures have been created, which illustrate the
numerous findings, summaries, conclusions and conclusions reached by the author.

Il. Assessment of the form and content of the dissertation

The subject, purpose and objectives of the dissertation are clearly formulated, and
its research thesis is defined.

The object of the study is post-clearance customs control and its role in limiting
the risk of fraud.

The subject of the research in the dissertation is the technology of performing
post-clearance customs control in the context of its role as an essential element of the
overall customs control system.

The main thesis of the dissertation is that the harmonisation of the technology of
post-clearance customs control at national and European level, as well as the



application of modern digital tools in this process, will contribute to overcoming a
significant part of the existing challenges to the customs control process.

The methodological tools of the study include: scientific analysis, dialectical
method, comparative, descriptive and correlation analysis. To ensure the statistical
reliability of the data, Cramér's V coefficient has been applied. It can be said that the
methods used are appropriate to the formulated object, subject, goal and tasks of the
dissertation.

Doctoral student Antonia Zheleva demonstrates in-depth knowledge of the
essence of post-clearance customs control as one of the main forms of control aimed
at ensuring the correct application of customs regimes and procedures and
compliance with customs legislation. Within the framework of the dissertation
research, the functions of post-clearance customs control, the specific forms of its
implementation, as well as the stages of the process of its implementation are
identified, analysed and substantiated.

The dissertation examines the technology of post-clearance customs control
and, on this basis, identifies certain problems in the implementation of control
measures. To examine the key issues, PhD student Antonia Zheleva conducted a
practical study, identifying problems that can be divided into two groups: those arising
from the organisation of customs activities and those arising from the activities of the
customs administration itself. Guidelines and opportunities for their reduction have
been proposed with a view to improving and perfecting customs control technology.

The dissertation presents observations and conclusions made because of
targeted and accurate processing of the available information, including through
analysis of the results of the survey conducted. Indicators obtained because of
appropriate statistical processing of the available information, analysis and
assessment of dependencies that could be defined as adequate, given the nature of
the source data and the objectives and tasks set, are presented.

In several places, the author's own definition is formulated, and his opinion is
expressed, which testifies to scientific independence and critical analysis of the views
on this aspect of subsequent control in customs activities. The presentation also
demonstrates the ability to summarise key aspects and draw conclusions on several
issues concerning customs control.

In summary, it can be said that the research approach applied has been
selected in accordance with the specifics of the subject matter under study, and the
material is presented clearly with the necessary motivation and reasoning.

| consider that the dissertation is written in clear and accessible language,
demonstrating knowledge of the regulatory framework. The work is written in an
appropriate academic style. The presentation is logically consistent and without any
identified repetitions.

In my opinion, there is no evidence of plagiarism, unethical citation of other
authors' works, use of identical texts in different works, or other violations of scientific
ethics. This is also declared by the doctoral student in a statement of originality and
authenticity.

The abstract consistently and clearly reflects the content of the dissertation,
focusing on the key aspects of the research. The abstract also includes a summary of
the scientific contributions, a list of the doctoral student's publications, and a summary
of the fulfilment of the minimum national requirements under the PPZRASRB.

lll. Scientific and applied scientific contributions of the dissertation

The summary of the scientific contributions of the dissertation prepared by
doctoral student Antonia Zheleva lists a total of four contributions, divided into two



groups: contributions of a scientific-applied nature and contributions of a practical-
applied nature. They correspond to the content of the study and the results achieved
by the research. | believe that, as formulated, these contributions could be considered
achievements in the author's scientific work, as they would be useful in the work of the
customs administration in improving the technology of post-clearance customs control
and establishing good and effective practices in control activities.

On the topic of the dissertation, the doctoral student has participated in a
collective study, one article and two independent reports published in scientific
journals. All publications are related to customs activities and customs control, from
which it can be concluded that the doctoral student's scientific work on customs control
issues is consistent.

IV. Critical comments, questions and recommendations on the dissertation

As critical comments and recommendations, | would note the following:

I. As mentioned above, the introduction formulates the main thesis of the
dissertation, namely that the harmonisation of post-clearance customs control
technology at national and European level, as well as the application of modern digital
tools in this process, will help to overcome a significant part of the existing challenges
to the customs control process. In my opinion, it would be difficult to achieve
harmonisation of the technology of post-clearance customs control. Rather,
harmonisation and standardisation of approaches to it should be sought.

2. The first point 1.1. of the first chapter, "Nature and legal framework of post-
clearance customs control", contains several authors' opinions on the nature of this
control, but ultimately there is no summary of its characteristics (regardless of the
author's definition on p. 23). This is practically done in another point 1.3., but judging
by its title, the emphasis should be on the functions of post-clearance customs control
rather than its essence. At the same time, in section 1.1. in chapter one of the
dissertation, its legal framework is very briefly covered (in a volume of 3 pages — pp.
20-22).

3. In Chapter 2 (section 2.2), when discussing the technology of post-clearance
customs control, accounting codes are used. | believe that in the absence of a
mandatory national chart of accounts, it is appropriate to indicate only their
approximate names.

4. In the third chapter, the doctoral student identifies problems that have a
direct impact on the technology of post-clearance customs control, and one of the
conclusions he draws is related to the "lack" of digitised and automated control
procedures. In a sense, this could be seen as contradicting the opinions of the
respondents regarding the degree of digitisation. The low level of digitisation of
processes in post-clearance customs control was also noted in a 2024 EC report, but
the summary gives the impression of a "complete absence" of digitisation.

I should expressly note that these comments are of a recommendatory nature
and do not call into question the achievements of the doctoral student.

In connection with the dissertation, | would like to ask Antonia Zheleva the
following question:

The detection of fraud is part of the scope of post-clearance customs control.
Practice shows that models and mechanisms of fraudulent behaviour are constantly
evolving. Given the dynamically changing technological and business environment,
fraud is constantly evolving and its detection requires specific professional training on
the part of the customs authorities. In this regard, does the doctoral student consider



that customs officials have sufficient competence to achieve high efficiency in the fight
against fraud?

V. Summary conclusion and opinion

The reviewed dissertation represents an independent and complete scientific
study. The set goal and tasks have been fulfilled and the research thesis formulated in
the introduction has been confirmed. The content of the study demonstrates the
author's ability to use the achievements of theory and practice, to analyse, observe,
evaluate, draw conclusions and make recommendations based on practical research,
and to propose specific guidelines for overcoming the problems facing subsequent
customs control and opportunities for improving its technology.

From all the materials and documents involved in the defence procedure, it can
be concluded that Antonia Zheleva has a high level of theoretical training, skills and
competences.

As a result of the assessments made of the scientific merits of the dissertation
"Opportunities for improving the technology of post-clearance customs control”, it can
be argued that it contains results that represent scientific and applied contributions.

In conclusion, because of the above assessments, | express my firm opinion
that the Scientific Jury may award Antonia Georgieva Zheleva the educational and
scientific degree of "Doctor” in the field of higher education 3. Social, economic and
legal sciences; Professional field 3.8 Economics; scientific specialtv "Accountine,
control and analysis of economic activity (control and analysis)"

(Prof. Dy/ Nadia Kostova)



